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1 Previously, rail service had been provided by 
the BHP Nevada Railroad Company (BHP) over the 
main line segment between Keystone and McGill 
Junction, NV, pursuant to a license agreement with 
the City and the Foundation. BHP discontinued its 
rail service pursuant to a decision in BHP Nevada 
Railroad Company—Discontinuance of Service 
Exemption—in Elko and White Pine Counties, NV, 
STB Docket No. AB–598X (STB served May 24, 
2002).

meeting also available on the ARAC 
calendar at http://www.faa.gov/avr/arm/
araccal/htm. To insure that sufficient 
telephone lines are available, please 
notify the person listed in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of 
your intent by June 7, 2004. Anyone 
participating by telephone will be 
responsible for paying long-distance 
charges. 

The public must make arrangements 
by June 7, 2004, to present oral 
statements at the meeting. Written 
statements may be presented to the 
committee at any time by providing 25 
copies to the person listed in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section 
or by providing copies at the meeting. 
Copies of the documents to be presented 
to ARAC for decision or as 
recommendations to the FAA may be 
made available by contacting the person 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section. 

If you are in need of assistance or 
require a reasonable accommodation for 
the meeting or meeting documents, 
please contact the person listed in the 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
section. Sign and oral interpretation, as 
well as a listening device, can be made 
available if requested 10 calendar days 
before the meeting.

Issued in Washington, DC on June 1, 2004. 
Tony F. Fazio, 
Director, Office of Rulemaking.
[FR Doc. 04–12826 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this 
notice to advise interested agencies and 
the public that, an Environmental 
Impact Statement will be prepared for a 
proposed highway project, a hurricane 
evacuation route, the Houma-Thibodaux 
to LA 3127 project servicing 
Terrebonne, Lafourche, Assumption, St. 
James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, 
and St. Mary Parishes in Louisiana.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
William C. Farr, Program Operations 
Manager, Federal Highway 

Administration, 5304 Flanders Drive, 
Suite A, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808, 
Telephone (225) 757–7615; Facsimile: 
(225) 757–7601 or Michele Deshotels, 
Environmental Impact Manager 2, 
Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development, PO Box 94245, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70804, Telephone: 
(225) 242–4506; Facsimile: (225) 242–
4500. Please refer to project designation 
numbers State Project No. 700–99–0302 
& Federal Aid Project No. HP–9902 
(518) in any correspondence.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
FHWA, in cooperation with the 
Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development (LADOTD), will 
prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) on a proposal to provide 
a hurricane evacuation route linking the 
Houma-Thibodaux area to more direct 
access to I–10 via LA 3127. Recent 
planning efforts for this project, known 
regionally as the Houma-Thibodaux to 
I–10 Connection (North-South Corridor/
Hurricane Evacuation) include the 
development of a 1999 Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and 
Development (LADOTD) study, 
‘‘Hurricane Evacuation Corridor Study 
to Connect Relocated US 90 to LA 
3127’’. Also used to establish the project 
construction limits for this project was 
a 2002 LADOTD study, ‘‘Corridor 
Feasibility Study Extension of LA 3235 
(Larose to US 90). These planning 
efforts included public involvement. 
Using these studies, it has been 
determined that the proposed project 
limits would be US 90 (Future I–49) on 
the south and State Route 3127 on the 
north. The approximate distance of the 
project is 23 miles. 

This project is intended to serve as a 
primary north-south hurricane 
evacuation route. It is part of the State’s 
efforts to provide more direct access to 
the system network servicing the I–10 
corridor during emergency evacuation 
events. 

Alternatives under consideration 
include (1) taking no action; and (2) 
constructing a four lane highway on 
new location within the limits described 
above, on various alignments. 

Letters describing this proposal and 
soliciting comments will be sent to 
appropriate Federal, State, and local 
agencies and to private organizations 
and individuals that have previously 
expressed, or are known to have, an 
interest in this proposal. A series of 
public meetings will be held. In 
addition, a public hearing will be held. 
Public notice will be given, in local 
newspapers and on the LADOTD Web 
site, of the time and place of the 
meetings and hearing. The draft EIS will 

be available for public and agency 
review and comment prior to the public 
hearing. A formal scoping meeting will 
be held upon initiation of this project. 

To ensure that the full range of issues 
related to this proposed action is 
addressed, and all significant issues 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from all interested parties. 
Comments or questions concerning this 
proposed action and the EIS should be 
directed to the FHWA at the address 
provided above.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.)

Issued on May 24, 2004. 
William A. Sussmann, 
Division Administrator, FHWA, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
[FR Doc. 04–12739 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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Great Basin and Northern Railroad—
Change in Operators Exemption—The 
City of Ely and the White Pine 
Historical Railroad Foundation 

Great Basin and Northern Railroad, a 
noncarrier, has filed a verified notice of 
exemption under 49 CFR 1150.31 to 
operate over approximately 28.8 miles 
of rail line owned by the City of Ely (the 
City) and the White Pine Historical 
Railroad Foundation (the Foundation) 
as follows: (a) Between milepost 127.9 
at McGill Junction and milepost 146.1 at 
Keystone; (b) between milepost 127.9 at 
McGill Junction and milepost MB 2.6 at 
McGill; and (c) between milepost 135.3 
at Hiline and milepost H–8 at Adverse, 
in White Pine County, NV.1

The transaction was expected to be 
consummated on or about May 19, 2004, 
the effective date of the exemption. 

If the verified notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of
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